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There’s Got to be a Better Way!  #5 The Power of Honor                                         

I.  Announcements & Prayer  

1)   Deeper Life - Sundays @ 5 pm 
2)  Next Steps - Sat, Jun 1 @ 6:15 pm; Sun, Jun 2 @ 12:15 pm, in the Upper Room 
3)  Did you know that Pastor Doyle has a new website with daily devotions? The plan is to have more tools to 
      help us grow as disciples. Check it out at https://doylejackson.com 
4)  Men’s Breakfast - Sat, Jun 15 
5)  Simply for Women - Mon, Jun 24   

II. Ice Breaker Questions  

1)  Did your family have any special Memorial Weekend traditions? Were there family members that died in the 
service of our nation that you remembered as a family? 

2)  If you could give a medal of heroism to someone in your neighborhood, work, or community for always 
showing up when needed, who would you pin the medal on first? What would you name the medal? 

III. Discussion Questions - Let’s Get Talking! 
1) Let’s start with talking about what we appreciate about those who have served in our armed services. What 
qualities and characteristics do women and men who have served display or have that we look up to them? 
(Examples: discipline, courage, planning, following orders, care for the weak, sacrifice, etc.)  

Read Luke 14:25-35 (NIV) aloud  
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 
cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you 
have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who 
sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether 
he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not 
able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the 
same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for 
the manure pile; it is thrown out. “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

https://doylejackson.com


2)  Why would Jesus teach this if the crowds were growing? If business is good, how does increased 
commitment improve the quality of disciples and believers? 

3)  Has anyone in this group ever had to put Jesus ahead of family or had your family reject you for accepting 
Christ? Why does this happen? How can we be a help to brothers and sisters who have experienced this 
grief? 

4)  Jesus uses two examples of how we think about counting costs: building a tower and going out to war. 
What are some of the costs and planning that go into each of those activities? Even when things go well, 
these activities can have extra costs. What are the extra costs of war and building projects from your 
experience? (Do you wonder how seeing Jesus calm the storm on the Sea of Galilee made them feel about the 
costs of following Him? How is leaving family a common storm for many believers.) 

5)  What are some unexpected costs you have found in following Jesus? What are the unexpected benefits? 

6)  What is the connection between commitment as a disciple and salt? How is this similar to the love of 
others and a soldier? How is it truly an honor to follow and serve Jesus rather than the desires of self? 

7)  What do we need to pray for for our nation at this time? 
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