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Invite God to the Party! 1: Cane Ridge 

I.  Announcements & Prayer  
1)   Deeper Life - Sundays @ 5 pm 
2)  Did you know that Pastor Doyle has a new website with daily devotions? The plan is to have more tools to help us 
grow as disciples. Check it out at https://doylejackson.com 
3)  This week we started a new mini series, 2-3 weeks, called “Invite God to the Party!”. What happens when we give 
God permission in our homes, cities, and communities? We will give you practical ideas to make room for God. We will 
also hear powerful testimonies of what was accomplished when others have said, “God, please come.” 
4)  REAL Women - This Bible Study series with Jennifer Jackson kicks off Mon, Jun 24 @ 7 pm; Additional dates are 
Mondays, July 22 and Aug 26 
5)  Next Steps - Sat, Jul 6 @ 6:15 pm, and Sun, Jul 7 @ 12:15 pm 
6)  Small Group Break - July 1 thru July 7 
7)  Worship Night - Wed, July 17 
8)  For the 4th of July holiday, the church and office will be closed Wed, July 3 @ 3 pm and Thurs, July 4     

II. Ice Breaker Questions  
1)  When you were a child aged 7-11, what was the first really big event you attended? (Circus, Sporting event, Theme 
Park, etc…) How old were you and what do you remember? (Did you like the crowd, food, or new things?) 

2) The 4th of July is coming up soon. How will you celebrate? What about America are you thankful for at this time? 
(Let’s not go negative but prepare our hearts to thank God as part of the holiday!) 

III. Discussion Questions - Let’s Get Talking! 
1)  When you hear the word “revival”, what is the first thing that comes to mind? Had you ever heard about the Cane 
Ridge Revival or the Second Great Awakening prior to Pastor Doyle’s teaching this week? Where did you hear about it? 

Someone Read Aloud: Prior to 1790, the Commonwealth of Kentucky was part of Virginia. It was at this time that a 
census was taken. In June of 1792, Kentucky was admitted to the Union as the 15th State. There were 73,677 
inhabitants counted in that 1790 census.  
The Revolutionary War ended in 1783 through the signing of the Treaty of Paris. With our independence from Great 
Britain, much of the religious life in Virginia and the Colonies changed. No longer was the government paying for the 
churches and priests. Many went home to England. The nation was excited to find land and start a new life. Religion 
was on the back burner for many. 
Imagine you are lonely, out on the frontier, and you hear that a church is having a three-day “Communion Service” in 
August. All are welcome to come - no matter what your religious experience is like. They have called 10-15 preachers 
from multiple backgrounds. Come meet your neighbors for some fellowship, music, and inspired presentations. Who 
knows -  you might be able to find out what is happening beyond your valley or part of the world. 

2)  After hearing the context of the Cane Ridge Revival, 28 miles northeast of Lexington, how likely is it that you would 
have attended such a gathering had you lived in that era? What kind of activities would have interested you? 

https://doylejackson.com


Someone Read Aloud: Historians estimate 20,000—30,000 people attended this event August 6—13, 1801. Most of 
these people had never been in a crowd like that. Add to that that there were so many people praying, crying, and 
asking God for mercy and forgiveness. It had to be an overwhelming experience.  

3) Have you ever had a feeling of overwhelming gratitude, love, or relief?  

4) These people camped in tents, ate together, and sang songs. What about this would be encouraging for you?  

Someone Read Aloud: These people were hungry for something. We know that James Finley returned home to Ohio, 
served as a Methodist minister, and worked among the Wyandot people in Upper Sandusky in the 1820s. He spent 50 
years traveling as a circuit rider preaching the Gospel. His was a changed life, not an emotional experience. 

Read aloud: Matthew 5:13 (The Message) 13 Jesus said “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-
seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 
You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.” 

5) What does Jesus compare believers to in Matthew 5? What are some of the important aspects of salt from your 
experience? (How did the 2nd Great Awakening “salt” our nation at the turn of the century?) 

Read aloud: James 4:6-8 (TPT) 6 But he continues to pour out more and more grace upon us. For it says,  
"God resists you when you are proud but continually pours out grace when you are humble.” 7 So then, surrender to 
God. Stand up to the devil and resist him and he will turn and run away from you. 8 Move your heart closer and closer 
to God, and he will come even closer to you. But make sure you cleanse your life, you sinners, and keep your heart 
pure and stop doubting. 

6) James, the brother of Jesus, writes this passage. He was one who denied Jesus until after the resurrection. Later, he 
became a believer and supporter of the early church.  

How has God God lovingly resisted your self-reliance and rejection of Him in your past experience? How has 
surrendering your self-reliance and confessing your wrong thinking cleansed your life? 

How has confession brought healing in your life? What doubts generally keep us from confessing our faults, 
selfishness, pride, or sins? 

7) Pastor Doyle invited us to pray daily. When is your best time to consistently stop and acknowledge God and seek 
Him? How much time could you start giving? 

▢ Decide when and where you will PRAY FIRST ▢ Mondays — Pray for Family 

▢ Tuesdays — Pray for Friends   ▢ Wednesdays — Pray for Columbus and the Church 
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